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KISTORY is jutty allowed to ks fot 15 entertaining, 
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ſome, and a Deſire of Imitation i in other Readers. The Vicious, as 
well as Virtubus, are pleaſed and delighted with the Characters; and 
from conſidering the Amiableneſs of the Deſcription, the ſingular Re- 
wards and Honours they have met with and received, have been led 

not only to admire, but attempt the Characters themſelves, _ 
Ir is not folely from the Examples of the Good and Brave, that we 


diſtinguiſhed for their Virtue and Piety, their Valour and 


Prudence, are apt to excite a Spirit of Emulation in 


may learn Leſſons of Morality ſhe Wiſdom, but even the Weak and 


Wicked have their Uſes. By the former we are encouraged to a Love. 


of all that is great and good, from the many happy Advantages ariſing. 


from it; and by the latter we are cautioned againſt Folly and Vice, 
from the many Diſtreſſes and Calamities they unavoidably occaſion. 
No Hiſtory can furniſh out more remarkable Inſtances of both than 
the Jewiſh; and it frequently happens, that in the ſame Hero we. ſee. 
the Rewards of Virtue, and the Puniſhment of Vice remarkably exem-. 
plified : I believe in no Character ſo extraordinarily as in Samſon's 3 


from whoſe Hiſtory I ſhall draw the following, I hope, no unuſeful, 


Reflections: | 
| . 8 iſt, 


get wr Ea rO ett Anna HT A , Br 1 Our een ns. OT IRR 


y called for * out Cot the r and * make 


but inſtructive; at the ſame Time recreating and im- 
proving the Mind. The Lives of Perſons eminent and 


n * 


Ay 


Firſt, that the Favours of Providence are not beſtowed according to 
dur State and Condition in Life, in Reſpect o of Birth, Title or Fare, 
but according to what we are in ourſelves, virtuous or wicked. 
Secondly, that the Virtue and Piety of the Parents do not ly 5 | 
| down the Divine Favour upon themſelves, but alſo upon their Children. 
Thirdly, that the giving ourſelves up to any vicious and _ 
Paſſion, frequently ends in our Miſery and Ruin. : 
F ourthly, that though we may have ſacrificed our Virrue, if we. {in- : 
cerely repent, we ſhall recover the Divine Favour. 
Fifthly, that being merry at the Misfortunes of an Enemy, often 
proves of dangerous Conſequence to ourſelves. 1 5 
Laſtly, that Providence with-holds or beſtows national Bleſlings, | 
according to the Virtues or Vices of the People. - 


Firſt, 1 am to ſhew that the EE of Provuitins an not beftowed 
according to our State and Condition in Life, i in Reſpect of Birth, Title 
or Fortune, but according to what we are in ourſelves, virtuous or 
wicked. # 

Providence, in beſtowing its Favours, is not governed. by thoſe 
Motives which principally direct us. Intereſt and Power determine our 
Judgment and Choice. Good Morals and Abilities have frequently 
proved ſlender Recommendations z and the Man of little Worth and 

Merit had the Preference in our Eſteem. Excellencies without Titles, 
or Virtues without Riches, may be admired, but ſeldom meet with pro- 

per Encouragement. We are actuated by a narrow ſelfiſh Principle, 

and give where we may expect a Return, not where it may be due. The 
leſs able any one is to ſerve us, the fewer Kindneſſes we confer upon him. 
But not fo Providence; the virtuous Perſon, whoever he is, and. 
whatever his Situation in Life miay be, 1s the only Object of its Care 
and Love. Perſons, as remarkable for their Poverty as their Piety, 
have been raiſed from the meaneſt to the moſt exalted Station; and 
others, as remarkably great as — have fallen from the higheſt 
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Pitch of Honour and Grandeur into the loweſt Contempt and ISnomiay. 
A Joſeph and a Samſon, a David and a Mary, are notable Inſtances of 


this Proceeding of Providence; whoſe Circumſtances in Life afforded 
no promiſing Hopes of their future State Magnificence.”” And a 


| Fezebel and a Zedatiab had little Reaſon to-expect fo fatal a Period to 
Royalty; as the one to be eaten BY FRY and * other to . his 
Eyes burnt out. H port ; 


It ſometimes happens that aha Ticks are pro oſperous 5 cgi, 


ſeem not to be outwardly affected with Troubles and Misfortunes, nor 


viſited with any ſingular Calamity; yet they are not, nor can be AR 7 


For, to be wicked, is to be miſerable. Vice, of whatever Kind it is, 


cannot be followed without the Expence of Time, Health or Fortune; 


which is Affliction enough; wicked Men need no greater in this Life. 
The Virtuous alſo are ſometimes in Trouble and Diſtreſs, which can- 


nor: otherwiſe be; unleſs the eſtabliſhed Order of Things was changed, 
and Men were put under the abſolute Neceſſity of acting agreeably to 


Juſtice, or Providence was to interpoſe continually in their Favour. 


The Intention of Providence however is, that the Virtuous ſhould. 


be always happy; and it hath frequently beſtowed unexpected Bleflings 
upon them, interpoſed in their Diſtreſſes,. relieved and ſupp'ied- their 
Wants and Neceſſities. But if they are not rewarded here, they have 


the comfortable Hope, that they ſhall be hereafter; and that et 


momentary Sorrow, will be recompenſed with eternal Joy. 


* 1 
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£ the 


Under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation ſuch ſignal Judgments cannot. he 


| inflicted upon. the Wicked, as were. under. the Jewiſh, that being 
founded upon temporal San ce 3 but the Chriſtian's Hopes are, 


if not ſolely, more particularly future. And, as before obſerved, 


Divine Judgments are rendered ſomewhat unneceſfary, ſince a trou- 
bled Mind and a diſordered Body are to the Wicked in this Liſe 
ſufficient Puniſhments; not to mention the Fear and Apprehenſion of 
ſomethipg future. And an eaſy Conſcience with an healthy Conſtitu- 
tion, or if infirm, the Conſideration that it is the Effect of Nature, 


not of Sin and Folly, are, if none other Reward was annexed, as it 


renders 
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1 Tap: 
iii Life pleaſant nad” comfortable, ſu cier 
Practice of Virtue and Religion.” . 
As Providence then makes no DiftinQion id, Men ; nin 
to their Birth, Title or Fortune, but the Virtuous are by it only re- 
_ garded, and will certainly in the next, if not in this Life, be yewarded ; 
What an Ehcouragement is here given to Obedience? Need any Solli- 
citations and Intreaties be uſed in a Matter, wherein your own Intereſt 
is fo intimately concerned? Can there be any Thing more defirable 
chan to have God for your Friend? Who, an in want, can be more 
able, or will be more ready to aſſiſt you? Who, when  Anguiſh and 
Sorrow come upon you, can better remove it? What is required to be 
done by us to procure the Favour of this kind Preferver and Bene- 
factor? Is it any Thing more than what muſt be allowed to be be- 
coming and juſt? and what, if Virtue had no future Reward, is highly 
_ deſerving of our Eſteem and Reverence. To have the Paſſions in ſub- 
jeQionz the Body free from Diſeaſes, and a Conſcience undiſturbed 
with Guilt; are Satisfactions which the Senſualiſt wiſhes to enjoy, and 
envies the Poſſeſſor. | 
Leet us then live in Obediehor to the Laws of God; and our Under- 
| calcivgh will be accompanied with the Divine Bleſſing. This many good 
Men have experienced ; who have been furpriſed-with an agreeable but 
unexpected Change of Fortune: Wicked Men alſo, who thought them- - 
ſelves ſecure from Accidents, have met with as unexpected a Reverſe. 
Some are apt to impute theſe Events to Chance or Fate; but from the 
Circumſtances attending them, they muſt appear to the Serious and 
Conſiderate not to have — in the common and ordinary Way. 


Secondly, that the Vireue and piety © of the Parents do not only FTA, 


down the Divine Favour upon themſelves, but alſo upon their Chil 
dren. 


This was the Caſe of Manaob and his Wife, whote ſingular Piety 
was ſingularly rewarded ; firſt in the Birth of a Son, which was no ſmall 


Joy 
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Joy to them whF had never been bleſſed with any Child; 3 

in a Son, who ſhould deliver ther Chaps from the r T yeanay and Op · 
preflion of the Phil nes! i 23307 912 eee 
It is true that this Atppicaedetbreing to the Sinftians of the Jewiſh 
Law; by which the Virtues of Viees of the Patents proved''the'Hap-' 
pineſs or Miſery of the Children. Notwithſtanding this, though under? 
the Chiriſtian Diſpenſation” the Virtues ot Vices bf the Parktits men 
make the Culdren o 10x10 15 to the divine ! eaſure 

40 the divine Favour; yet as it is certainly th wieareſt Fencky; that Wel 
can enjoy here, to behold the Proſperity of our Children; And ne In- 
conſiderable Misfortune to fee them in Diſtreſs; if we are vbſetvant of 
the Laws of God, we may expect dutiful and obeient Children, ſich 
as may prove a Blefling and a Comfort, not a Sorrow and a Cure: 
This Bleſſing many pious Perſons have received and acknowleged;* 
-and where the contrary Event hath happened, we wiſk that the Piety 


of the Parents had not failed, and the Seen of the Children 5 | 


Live + to their bad Exatnples, * 1 e (Gm 2 * 8 
eee e eee 5 20} (7907 #013 bar 

Thin, the giving ourſelves up to any 2 and dueling Paſtion,” 
frequently ends in our Miſety and Ruin. tt 200, e 


' Samſon, whom no Art, Stratagem, not Forte of the Phils could 0 
ſubdue, was enfnated and vanquiſhed by che Perfidy and Trescher) 
a baſe Woman ' Whilſt innocent, he was honoured with particular In- 
ſtances of the Divine Faveur; neither the Malice, nor” Power of his” 
Enemies had any Effect: But when the Laws of God were tranigtenl 
and he had given a Loofe to his finfüf Pleaſiires,” his Enettifes” quickly 
got the Advantage over him, and he became the Spott and" 
thoſe, who lately trembled at his Preſence. © * I 


Are not the ſame or fitgilar Misfortunes the Galle Att f dants & 
Vice? How many Lives #nd Fortunes have been factificed tö a vicious” 
Paſtion! ; How nitrous and = are. e- the * bf "Miſery" 
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valawful, Gratifications ! r 1 W 
When the Paths of Vitus are forkiken, er den q ons pr 2 5 
Practice of Religion ſuperſeded, we walk as it were upon-a-Precipice, 
from which few, if any, eſcape ſafe and unhurt. We may for a Time 
pleaſe and gratify ourſelves in forbidden Enjoyments,. and no Evil. 
happen; but, if we continue to live in Diſobggjence to the Laws of 
God, let us. not flatter ourſelves, that our End will be happy. Intem- 
wee of any. Kind AER terminates ee ben Ts 5 


5 tiouss what eee what Diſorders have they occaſioned). What. | 
Crimes; what Villainies have they been productire of, both before and. 
after Gratifigation ! The Laws of God diſregarded; the Laws: of Man: 
violated; our Families wronged, and ourſelves injured,. | 

_ Flatter not yourſelf that the Egd of. vicious Practices will be + as the: 
Beginning, agreeable. The Appetite upon frequent.Enjoyment is palled;, 
and the Senſes by frequent Gratifications are weakened and impaired.. 
Deſire indeed, may remain, but the Power of reliſhing will oon be. over. 
Do not imagine that if no Calamity, Diſorder, nor Diſeaſe may attend: 
you in the early. Practice of Vice, that thus it will always be. with you. 
What immenſe Treaſures. have Pride and Luxury _ exhauſted ? How: 
many Rich and Affluent have been reduced to Want-and Beggary? From. 
whence come the Misfortunes we daily, ſee or hear of? From whence- 
happen Dropſies,, Conſumptions, Gout, Palſy,aod Inflammations in old, 

Age? Are theſe Diſeaſes the Effects of Temperance and Sobriety in ouf N 
youthful Days? From whence proceed Cheats, Frauds and Bankrupt-- 
cies? Are they the genuine Offsprings of Honeſty and Induſtry? From. 
whence Lownels of Spirits, the troubled and diſordered Soul, the Fear 
of Death and Dread of F uturity? Proceed they from the Obſervance- 
of Virtue and Religion? No. All theſe Evils flow from Folly and Ka 
aner and we are unhappy and miſerable, not becauſe. we have 

. 


a iche. Ae wu 
of Pain » but, if not ee 3 mene eee aha . | 
proach we ! make to the laſt:Stage of Life, the Seeds of Miſery then 
ſown will, ſpring up; and when we can bear Affliction leaſt, . 
be moſt afflicted. Eaſe, Reſt, and Comfort, hen moſtly» w 
vill forſake us. Reflection upon what is. paſt, and the diſagree 
Senſation of what is preſents! with the dreadful Proſpect of ſomethi 


future, will make n e e n A Soon wo: che. | _—- 
„ e mtg e ee T5, dt Nin 
Fourthly, that, Hoh we may 8 xrificed (nr hes ub. 
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Of which. Truth Samſon is. an illuſtrious Proof; Who, whe by an- Za 
extreme Fondneſs for a baſe Woman he loſt his Liberty, and with it: 
his Sight; from an Acknowledgement of his Crime, regained the; 
Favour of God, wha heard. his Prayer, and. in. a moſi. . rdinary,.. 
Manner puniſhed his Enemies. 8 5 

What an e is here given to bs Wicked to "ks: 
virtuous and good ?. Is it not enough. to have our Guilt cancelled and 
our Sins pardoned ? Is not this Love ſufficient to awaken, us to an. 554 
Amendment of Life? But what (hall we fay,. if to the Pardon okt 0 
our Sins, we add the Promiſe of the divine Favour ? What Excuſe. 
can now be found' for Impenitency ? What amazing Power and In- A 
fluence muſt Sin have over us, if we can. withſtand 3 „ 
But how will our Folly be aggravated; when we conſider for what w e. 
ſlight the Friendſhip of He eaven! For that, which, when enjoyed, | : 
diſtracts the Mind, hae diſorders che Body; yields a momentary Jo 
and is the Cauſe of Eternal Sorrow; brands us with Infamy and, Diſ-- 7 
grace here, and conſigus us over to everlaſting Woe and Sorrow here : 
after. Is it for ſuch Enjoyment, that the Friendſhip of Heayen, is. 
lighted? The very mention of it, one would think, ſhould create. dS 
a Aide vet tiow eagerly ſought after and N Notwitk - 25 

h "PO i 


ae repent, we ſhall; recover the divine Favour. r ; | 


(ts ) 


W and terrible Grv ith Effects of TRE: how little 10 
the Generality of Men influenced by theminjn: cn 
But of ybu we hope better Things; chat y will nor fuer your: 
| ſelves to be deluded by the falſe Pleaſures, which Sin offers to her Vo- 
taries, but endeavour, as you have Opportunity; to ſecute the divine 
Favour; by a ſincere Sorrow for Sins paſt; and Amendment of Life 
for the future. Such Behaviour, I am perſuaded, you will never have 
any! Reaſon to repent of, fince it entitles you to the Care and Pro- 
tection of Providence, which will be always watching over you, either 
to divert Misfortunes, or beſtow Bleſſings upon you. Add to this 
the utiſpeakable Satisfaction which a good Conſcience yields to the rel. 
ſeſſor: A Thing ſo neceſfary to the Happineſs of Man, that if chere 
was no God, nor Heaven, nor Hell, yet it would be well worthy of 
his 'Attaitiment ; for without it there can be no true Enjoyment of | 
Eife. This every good Man knows to be true; and even the Wicked 
adknowledge, from the Sorrow and Unealineſs which 4 ex perience 4 
to 10 the conſtant. Attendants upon Guilt. 2 5 


Fllttiy, that being terry at the Misfortunes of an Enemy, ofa 
proves of dangerbus Conſggaai ce e to ourſelves. : 

The Pbiliſtines, When 
tõ their God; and Hike a cruel and ungenerous , put out bis 
Eyes, and infllted him under his Misfortunes. The Conſequence of. 
which was the Death | of all the Lords of the TN, and near three 5 
| thouſand others.” # g 
As the Frowns and Favours of Fortune are various; my Adverſiy f 
and Proſperity frequently ſucceed each other ; as neither Power nor 
Wealth Can enſure human Happineſs, but ſeemingly when moſt ſecure, 
from Danger, we may be near the Period of our Greatneſs; ; little Reaſon. 
hath any one to inſult thoke i in Affliction, fince he may ſoon be i in the 


fame e Condition ; 3 nor to, erult and Tejoice,at. the ener 45 
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25 a Enemy, Aeg though!" it may not be in bis Power to do us any | 
Good, he may not want for Means to moleſt and injure . 


1150 many Emperors and Kings have fallen by private Aſſalfinations? 
Mi many Empires and States have been ſubverted by Men of little 
Note; who; fo 5 — e e ww! rg came 0 Ba. honouted 
and faared f? 3 5 55 Ls 
We cannot e too many 1 Friends; nor tob Kw! Fctnith kn: the 


Hs 


beſt. Way to multiply the one, and diminiſh the other, is to behave 


With Civility and Courteſy to all Men: Advice not difficult to be com- 


plied with; for good Nature and good Manners coſt us nothing. If 


our Enemy hungers, let us according to our Lord's Command feed 
him; if he thirſt, give him Drink and if naked, clothe him. Witli 
good Reaſon is this Command given, and well worthy of our Practice; 5. 


ſince it muſt naturally diſpoſe him to think more charitably of us; to 


abate ſamewhat of his Reſentment; and, it may be, of an Enemy, to 
make him become your Friend: But the contraty Behaviour 12 * 
Vvoke OY and add Fuel to 2 Fi Tree. Y 


Laſtly, I am to flew that Providencs withtiolds or beſtows national 


| Rleflings. according to the Virtues of the Peoples, © oe 


The-Fewiſh Hiſtory affords a Variety of Inſtahces-of this Proceeding: 
of Providence. The Jews, as often as they tranſgreſſed the Laws of 
their God, were diſtreſſed and oppreſſed by their Enemies; and as 
often as they repented, their Enemies were diſtreſſed and oppreſſed by 
them. This was effected, before +the: Eſtabliſhment of the: Regal GO 
vernment, by a particular divine Commiſſion given do a ſingle Perſon, 
who was generally appointed both their: Deliverer and Judge. The 
former Character Samſon appeared in „ Who was to retaliate upon the 
Philiſtines the ſeveral Inſolences and Oppreſſions: ys 2 at . 
Times committed againſt the raelites. 

As the national Vices of the Y were the Cauſe: of their AY 
Misfortunes, and a Return to publick "FRO their only Remedy to 


D retrieve 
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retrieve the Loſſes ſuſtained ; MAY, we not. 38 our ow]n Difap- 
pointments and bad Succeſs to the ſame: Cauſe? If we take a View of 
the Morals of the Age, we cannot queſtion. it. Our Yaoes are t 
public, too generally complained of, to need pointing out. 20 
A certain Selfiſhneſs and Extravagance run through the . Com- 
munity. The Rich and Poor equally affect to appear above their For- 
tune and Condition. Each eſteems another happier and better than him- 
ſelf, according to the external Figure and Appearance made, and hath 
none other Value and Eſteem. for Things and Perſons, than as they _ 
may turn out to private. Profit and Advantage. A. melancholy Proof 
this of the Depravity of our Taſte, the Weanfelat our nnn 
and the Corruption of our Manner s. 
How anxious and ſollicitous are we in procuring Wealth, how lit 
in expending i it when procured ! We acquire it with Pain and Labour, 
and in Folly and Vanity conſume it. And thus it will ever be, whilſt 
the. Eſtimate of real Worth is founded on Extetnals ; and thoſe are only 
honoured and careſſed, who are cloathed in Purple and fine Linen, and 
Fare ſumptuouſly and elegantly every Day. Strange Degeneracy 
this! That the Excellencies of Ideots and Brutes ſhould be the Criterion 
of Taſte, and what a few. Ages ago would have rendered Men vile and 
infamous, ſhould be the Inſtruments, of; procuring Favours, and the 
Steps by which ſome Men n ended to Fels of Honour and 
Eminence. 
Let this be a Proof of Hs -moſt dach Degeneracy reigning 
. amongſt us; that Men are not only wicked, but the Vices which they 
commit, they do. not labour to diſguiſe and conceal; and if known, to 
palliate and excuſe, but boaſt of and glory in their Shame ; act in De- 
fiance of the Laws of the Land, and in open Violation of the Duties of 
Religion; diſregard the Penalties of the one, and ridicule the awful 
Sanctions of the other; live without any Dread or Concern of what may 
happen 54 480 either E ie; / ra 


i 
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if ſuch is the Character af che preſent Time, 8 be iſtonifhied —_ 
ardly and daſtardly Spirit reigning amongſt us, when Vice 
hath many Friends and Virtue ſo many Enemies ? Pleaſure, Luxury, 
_ Effeminacy and Extravagance, are too predominant amongſt all Orders 
of Men, and in all Places. The Court, the City, the TS - 8 
Fleet, the Merchant, the Tradeſman, the Labourer, even the Horns 
of the Altar are ſtained and polluted with theſe Vices : Vices which 
are the Ruin of Induftry and Honeſty, and the Bane of Merit and: 
Genius; will overturn the beſt eſtabliſhed Goverhment, and cancel * | 
Obligation due to the pureſt Religion in the World. 5 
How weak and abſurd then the Complaints exhibited N our 
Commanders; ſince the ſame Faults which we charge them with, we 
ſhould have been guilty of, had we been in the ſame Situation ! Ifthey; _ 
prefer Intereſt and Pleaſure to the Proſperity and Welfare of their Coun- 5 
; try, nay, even ſacrifice the latter to be poſſeſſed of and enjoy the for- 
mer: Is the Drunkard, the Debauchee, the Gameſter, the vicious and : 
immoral Mar leſs culpable, or more a F riend of his Country! > Could. | 
the Public expect to receive any Good from ſuch Perſons, if they were, 
inveſted with the Power of directing, managing or executing; State 
Affairs? Yet ſuch Perſons are many of thoſe, who at every unfortunate. 
Event are full of Cenſute and Declamation againſt Actions, which they 
would, if we may judge from their preſent e have alſo com- 3 
mitted. "Im 
Our late Miſcarriage i is indeel imputed to Fear, Neglect and . | 
lence ; yet as the Commanders were. generally ſu ppoſed to have been | 
able Men, of approved Courage and Reſolution, hitherto free from the 
Imputation of Cowardice, I think, -we may not unjuſtly, nor ſu rſt. 
tiouſly ſay, that a ſuperior Agent hath counteradted and diſcogcerted. 
all our well-laid Schemes, hath blaſted our Hopes; rendered our De- 
ſigns unſucceſsful ; deprived us of Reſolution, diſtracted our Councils, 5 
; and brought us to the Brink of Ruin, by giving us over to a reſtleſs, 5 
clamorous, factious and perverſe Spirit. 
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What Victorles and Conqueſts therefore can attend our Arms abroad, 


| Is: Providence acts againſt us; in making Men's Hearts fail them 
for Fear, even where no Danger was! Can we ſay that we have de- 


ſerved its Favours? No: Unleſs our Vices, inſtead of our Virtues, are 


to plead for us. Oſt hath he ſingularly interpoſed in our Behalf, and" 


been our Friend. We wiſh that we had no Reaſon to fear, that he is 


not now our Enemy. - Both our public and private Vices, known to 


all, as they are practiſed by too many, may make him ſo to be; our 


domeſtic Diſſentions, Variances' and Jealouſies, not to mention our 


Defeats and Miſcarriages, carry with chem a ſtrong Probability that | 
he. f 
But ſtill let us net be dejefted, aiſmayed nor delpeir: For we have | 
this to comfort and ſupport us under the prefent Diſtreſs of our; Coun- 
try, that a Return to public and private Virtue will regain him, This: 
let every one recommend to others by his own Example, by Precept and 
Favour. Then we may expect to ſee Merit only rewarded and advanced, 
and the Worthleſs degraded and ſecluded from Places of Truſt and Im- 


| Portance; and Perſons of bafe and infamous Characters no longer tri- 
umphing in the Spoils of Virtue and Honeſty. Then we may expect to ſee 


this Land once more proſperous and flouriſhing, and not as now be the 
Prey of every artful and deſigning Knave, who has Money and Intereſt, 


ſufficient to ſhelter himſelf from, or divert the Hand of Juſtice. 


When we ſee Men 'not Loyers of themſelves, but Lovers of Gad, 
not diſtinguiſhing themſelves by any particular Attachments and Pre-. 
judices, bur endeavouring only to know, in order to act what is right 
and good; then we ſhall become an happy and religious People, a Peo- 
ple favoured and beloved of God, and enjoying Peace and Proſperity 
within ourſelves. God' Almighty grant that this Change both in our 
Morals and the Condition of our Country may be ſpeedy, effectual and. 
laſting: To whom with Jeſus Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt = given 


' Praiſe and Adoration now and for e ever. 
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rue, of bc, ae 


* ſhews.. The Cauſe of tie Dire ak b 
RMA . tunate Events is well known. To ſympathize with our 
©. Country's Diſtreſs is natural; but let us not give into a 
Dejection of Spirits, becauſe the Enemy hath as yet been ſuperior. to 
us, not on Account of his ſuperior Courage and Conduct, but our 
Supineneſs, Negligence and Cowardice : Nor abound in grievous, tho” 

_ Juſt Complaints againſt the Authors of our Misfortunes and Diſgrace; 
but rather endeavour to 1 out: 1 Means 1 e the en 
and removing ther latte. Rab 31 1adts. c 501 Mee e 
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| The original Cauſe of the Evils which we at prefint labour ck, 
private or publck, foreign or domeſtick, is to be met with in ourſelves. 
Men of 'Abllities are not wanting to contrive, . but Hangs are flow, and 
backward to Execute,” When Wiſdom and Prudence have deſigned and 
preſcribed, Indolence andFe ear have rendered the Deſi ign fruitleſs and 
abortive, We. are our own. Enemies; which I. ſhall endeavour” to 
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Thirdly, that the 8 Civil, Military and Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 

ferments, without regarding Merit and re is the Cauſe of our 
* Vices and Misfortunes. LD UP ERIC I 


Fourth that our preſent Mixfortunes are 70 be le Jkec 
public Bleſſings, 


La 1 ſhall offer ſome general Inſt 3 vonßde 
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Whatſoever infuſes Hatred and Malice into the Minds of Men, i 


ſubverſive of their Peace and Happinefs. Need it be faid that Party 
thus operates? Is it not viſible, that it deſtroys the ſtrongeſt Friendſhip 
and Intereſt ? Hath it not proceeded ſo far, as even to cancel and make 
void the Laws of common Juſtice and Humanity; inaſmuch as. it hath 
been urged as a Diſqualification to Merit; an Excuſe for being uncha- 


ritable; and allowed a ſufficient Reaſon for ſaying the worſt of Things 


of the beſt of Men, and belong the * Encomiums a the 
worſt? . 8 i . ä 


7 8 * * 
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Have not Favours been, are DP not ſtill 3 not 0 
to Parts and Morals, but according to the Principles imbibed and 


pro: | 
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ofeſſec „„ teien n 


fol Candidates for Wealth, Honour and Power? Cam it chen furprifs 


that private Animoſities, publick- tent, and Abuſes in Office ſhould 
prevail, when they are encouraged, mee, 3 upheld by Party ? 


Hence Perſotis of the moſt infamous Characters, and others of the 
weakeſt Underſtanding, have been recommended to, and obtained the 


moſt lucrative Poſts and Employments. What then but Oppremon 


and Inſolence, Negligence and Diſorder muſt, as the Publick Hatt 


frequently experienced, attend the Government and Management there- 
of? What Encouragement is given to Merit, when this is the Method 


to be purſued to procure Preferment ? Who will labour, ſtudy, and be 


at an Expence to render himſelf able, and qualified for any Place or 
Office, when the Purchaſe may be ſo eaſily made? But is this of Ser- 


vice to our Country and Religion? 1s in/a0t n 20 


| reſt of both to a Name, a Nothing? 


Hive not theſe Party Attachments diſtrathed: | enced of late 3 
the Councils of State; and hath not the public Wel are been ſubſervient 
to them? Have not Men appeared warm in Oppoſition to Meafures 
wiſely n * becauſe the Authors were ar W ee n 


= 


| What then but the une unhappy Been will onal occur, „Alen 


3 is wanting, and an unreaſonable; not to ſay criminal; Par- 


tiality appears in our Councils; When Men in Power wantonly oppoſe, 
not mutually aſſiſt and co- operate with each other? And this they do, 


not from a real Affection for their Country, and an» honeſt and laud- 
able Jealouſy, leſt it ſhould: receive any Injurys but left one Party 
ſhould acquire more Weight and Powdr ; 


in the Direction and Manage- 
ment of public Affairs than the other. Sueh the Conduct of che declared 


Friends of Britain! Sueh the Behaviour of thoſe, who are continually 
ſounding in our Ears their Love of their Country But ſuch Friends 
are its s greateſt Enemies: And the Fruits of this Love are at preſent 


LE | Misfortunes 


” | TEN I. 2 4 . 
nnn. and, if not * e Foun * 


our. Diftreſſes will be multipled, and terminate in 1 exfil: nn do- . 
meſtick MPR + or foreign mee ins ds 


Þ every one then in his particular Station. and. Calling deſtroy his 


Party-Spirit in himſelf; diſcourage and diſcountenance it in others. 


Let the Friends of Virtue and Religion, and the Man of Merit, always i 
have the Preference in our Eſteem. Never let us be influenced, nor de- 
termined by Party to do any Thing that is wrong, or to forbear man 
what we a to be nt and . 5 „ 


. 3 % 
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We are our own namics Condi the en Corruption of Ma anners 
that hath diffuſed Wet over the Nation. | : = 


This is a Truth 3 and too frequently complained of, to 
need much, if any, Illuſtration. Our exceſſive Love of Pleaſure, and! 
the vaſt Sums of Money laviſhed away upon it, notwithſtanding the 
unhappy Situation of publick Affairs, and the extraordinary and un- 
uſual Price the Neceſſaries of Life bear, ſpeak a Degeneracy that makes 
a Reformation neceſſary, and at the ſame Time ſhew'it to be almoſt 
impracticable. Gaiety, Extravagance, and Luxury have corrupted our 
Morals, and debauched our Conſtitutions; have effeminated thoſe, who- 
ſhould be inured to Toil, Labour and Fatigue; have occaſioned many” 
others to prefer the Love of themſelves to the Love of their Country, 


and to ſacrifice its Good to their private Eaſe and Advantage. What 


then will be the Reſult of this, but either a feeble and impotent War, 
er a diſhonourable and inglorious Peace? Whilſt we are addicted to 
theſe Vices, we may ſcheme and contrive indeed how to diſtreſs and 
annoy the Enemy; but may juſtly doubt of Succeſs; and fear, that as 
before, we ſhall be expoſed to future Mockery and Deriſion. 


True 


- 


(ar) 


Tos Courage is Founded: upon Virtue; ; not' p the eaſy But 
Contempt of this World: He who is fond of its Pleaſures, nevef het 
hath been; and never will be brave. How can he be a true Friend to 

another, who is an Enemy to himſelf ? If, as it ſometimes may happen, 
he doth good, it proceeds not from a Principle of Duty,” as doing 
what he ought to do, but from Fear, leſt he ſhould. expoſe himſelf te 

— civil gs e a neglecting te to LM it. 7 


I, E a us deities chat whilſt we are - beer Cenſures upon 
others, we ourſelves alſo are obnoxious to the fame The ſame 
Follies and Vices infect the lower, as well as higher, Claſs of People; 
they are as intemperate, extravagant, vain and indolent : Of which 
the Bankruptcies of ſome, the ſcanty Subſiſtence of others, and the 
extreme Poverty of many are an Ane 6 eee 1 


1. is ſurpriſing, when all ana the Uſefulneſs and Necellity of 2D 
an immediate Reformation, that all ſhould not immediately begin to 
reform and amend. We do not find, however, this 'Acknowledge- 
ment to have this Effect. The ſame want of Thought, the ſame Dis 
ſipation of Time, the ſame Attachments to Pleaſure and Fondneſs of 
Luxury continue, as if neither our Country nor Liberty were in Dan- 
ger; or, rather, as we may not improperly judge from ſuch Behaviour, 
that we neither regarded the Proſperity of the one, nor the Preſerva- 
tion of the other, ſo long as we are Ld thus en to enjoy our- 
ſelves. 1 | | 


It hath been principally owing to Encouragement and Licence given 
to publick Diverſions, that publick Spirit hath decayed; Immorality 
gained Ground; Religion dwindled away into Form and Ceremony; 
the People been inattentive to, and regardleſs of the Intereſt and Hap- 
N of their en bad — been ſupported; the Nation 

involved 
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prove fatal; 55 and to behave like Men and Chriſtians, in not doing any 
thing that may be injurious and prejudicial, or a Diſgrace and Diſ- 


+ 42+ "YE 8 4 N. 9 N . 
n in its 150 Diſtreſs, ad Eau e cone 


dition prevented, or diver 


* 


It is Time Ee: to Ts aſide 3 nich in d End 25 


honour to the Conſtitution. If, as we frequently boaſt, we have a 
Value for Liberty, and deteſt Slavery, let us ever remember that Plea- 
ſure will. deprive. us of the one, and rivet the other upon us. I need 
not cite Inſtances, for they are numerous. The Perfian; Grecian, and 
Roman Empires are ſufficient Proofs: What they acquired through 
"= emperance and Induſtry, they erg loft warn Were We 
of by Pleaſure and Luxury. 


74 „ | | * 


We wiſh, that Reformation was to ber where it ought, ae the 
Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs recommended by the Example of 7 
Superiors: But whether they. reform or not, it is fit, and it is "our 
Duty. and, Interęſt, that we ſhould. We cannot otherwiſe expect do- 
meſtick Happineſs, nor * to | enjoy t the Bleſſings of 29255 Tran- 
"pills | 8 


Though this Degeneracy of Manners is general, yet it is not uni- 
verſal. There are a fe amongſt the Great, ho are good, of diſtin» 
guiſhed Merit, eminent for their Virtues, pure and untainted with 
the Vices of the Age. In theſe, when we conſider their Excellencies 
and Abilities, there are ſome Hopes left, that national Ruin will be 
prevented: But when we alſo. conſider, that Corruption is ſo great, 
Abuſes ſo many, and Faction ſo powerful and prevalent, theſe Hopes 
' appear to be chimerical, and we are almoſt. driven to deſpair of Suc- 

ceſs. However, let us not be the Authors of our own Miſery, but 
'nowilh, not extinguiſh, the little Spark of Publick Spirit ſcarcely 
vilible amongſt us; and before we exclaim againſt bad Men, and bad 


Meaſi les, 


h 


Meaſure, tefotm ourſelves 3 0 erwi are oquilly cupbe nit 
them, as far as our” Sphere of Adden extends" Fer f d Publ 
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of imitating their Foibles: Let not the expenſive. and abſurd, not o 
ſay criminal Modes and Faſhionz, which they have juſtly-held in Con. 
tempt and ridiculed, be introduced within their City Walls; nor 
W and Extravagance he mended, where the Example of Prur 
dence and Oeconomy ſhould: be: ſet. In rein go: —— talk; e 1 ſcek 
fog a Redreſs of Grievances cand A 
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1 * Has of 
* few Good, and enable ene, up againſt, and ſubdue the 
Power and Influence of the many Bad: By whose Wiler Pru- 
dence and Reſolution, conducted with Temper, Cam and Modera- 
tion, we may ti to ſee. OY Virtue . reſtored, and 
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WW theſe 0 Lis k aft. it 3 IS been obleryed, that — 
ha been ſought for Men, not Men for Offices; that Intereſt hath | 
had the Preference to Ability, and Merit dittegarded. Candidates for 
Places have ſucceeded, not by a a Superiority of Parts, but a_Supe- | 
riority of Friends; fo that the Spirit of Emulation, the Ornament 
and ä of a State, is deſtroyed. 17 he (crving: of the Pubkck 
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3 _ if not, the publick Good muſt yield to private and ſelfiſh 
Wiens Hence Touch are-gefignedifor Places n 
10 Semus ate Kn; and; hen arrived at a certdin Age, are plac 
tbem, notwithiſtantling any Diſqqualiſtäatibns-. e eee "the. 
Breat, whoſe: Fortunes are ſmall, and cannot be provided for any 
bother Way, ehel Church and Army, it is well knen, | muſt receive: 
As if no "Abilities *werexrequilite: for the Diſcharge of Truſts of 9 
2 mportat 0 
We need not then be aftdeiithed” i ao 1 Inßdeliy 
; Sous gain Ground; when/ ſuch are many of the Ferſons, who. are to 
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| reward private Services at Elections, and to acquire greater Intereſt 
and Power. What real Concern can be ſhewn, when the Love of 
Money is the governing Principle? This ſufficiently — fron 
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What "Encouragement given to Merit; When che beft” Ling in 
the Church have been diſpoſed of in"this' Manner? How ban it 
otherwiſe be, chan that Perſons, who would appear to a. great Ad- 
vantage in the Church, and be of confiderkble Service and Benefit to 
the Publick, hand bend their Studies another Way, ſince they mult 
: gif Singer put a wretched 2 in Indie ce SN e * 


1 4 
* * 9 * 4 - 
11 98 
1 


* 
* A p 
« 
PP * 
1 


1 k * L. 4 
. - — 0 4 1 > 1 
15 «A : : * 


83 3 ; : C , : 4 
. 4 18 0 3 : o FD 1 © * 0 
l wn EROS > | * 


who muſt be -obliged, though i 6s, 0s c hachiofivn primed,” ane 
xpence-of the 'Publick? ot Abilivies-lig 

can be matic; no Rec 
b e | 
 poſteſs, think that nothing more is to be 

Hence it is, that they do not endeavour by their Conduct and Bra- 
very, to make themſelves ngeren:conſpigibus,, and deſerving of higher 

Stations, becayſe they know, that they are more calily and more ef- 
fectually advanced by the never falling Titre Moi 
Friends. Hence it is, that inſtead. of rendering 
F * Service, a) ſtudying the Art of War, and accuſtoming em- 
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_ urroundec wich ſuch Friends they 


| 7; far e to appear in a Court ET 15 face-ath 
=—_ Enemy once. What Afition is this to Royalty, to behold ſuch 
GS8Servaats lin hat Diſtreſs vr Countrprs to haveduch its Guardians! - 
What but Diſgrace and Infamy, as heretofore, can attend our mitte 
Operations ʒ and what but national Ruin, unleſs Preferment ſhall here - 
alter be conſerred as the Reward of Merit, ns " End chere 
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This Obſervat on. ma ſeem ſtrange, hut it is due; For w a. N: * 
133 tian upon the Decline, Succeſs would. ſpread the. Corruption, WITS 
= uni verſal, and make its Diſſolution unavoidable. Wicked Men, when „ 
== in Proſperity, not viſited, with, any ſingular Trouble, Misfortune. « = . 
Affliction, ſeldom think of Amendment of Life: But, when Enjoyment = 

is paſt, or Diſtreſs hath ſeized them, then they begin to think ſerioully, 

and come to à proper and juſt Senſe of their former Fol, ies. It is Ke 

fame with publick Bodies: For national Evils in Time of Peace, or in 

Time of War if ſucceſsful, are not ſo med complained, of, nor ſo 
i readily enquired. into, nor ſo eaſily. redreſſed: Men over-logking, 0 or 
not regarding their dangerous Tendency z. zuaging Reformation to 6E 
altogether uſeleſs and unneceſſary. But Misfortunes and Diſappoint. 
ments awaken. them out of the Lethargy, into which Proſperity had- 
Julled them ; occaſion them to enquire into the Cauſes, from whence 
they haye proceeded, and-to-endeavotir} by rectifyiag : preſent Abuſes, 
40 prevent future Loſſes. We wiſh, that the ng Kb: TA LS We! 
Jaye mer with, may' produce this happy Effect." 255504 210 1:4 
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If we are in Amen to proſecute the War, let us, in Imitation of 
the German Prince, in whoſe Praiſe and Dom | 
too much, ſuſpend the publick Div | 
intended Reformation, Jet them 
the ſame Time they recteate the 
8 ſober in all Things; that we may ee | 
the Gratification of any vicious and darling Paſſion, to we ee 5 be 
e wenne or an b enen 
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| Let Merit, whereſoever or in Aebeter it my be for 


entitled to our Favour and Friendſhip; but the Worthlefs, fotwick- 


ſtanding their high Birth or Deſcent, © their en or their Wealth, 
their Intereſt or CNY beheld EO b 
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Let Men of Probiry, g and Virtue,” of whatſoever Seck or 
Party, be eſteemed, carefled and honoured by us; but Zealots 'and 
| Bigots of every kind be treated, as they deſerve, wile Trdifferente, 


Coney and Ignominy. - by i e eee 
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Let us in our private Station appear not Laces Pleafiren: dot 
Lovers of God; not prophaning, but keeping holy his Sabbachs; 
not abuſing, but reverencing his ſacred Name; not intemperate, im 


F contentious, uncharitable: For he cannot be a due and fincere 1 
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4 Friend 


; 


A, SIE" 


0 


Friend: of his . in bis Prafiice is an Enemy to W | 
Religion; either enn he, he: obſferues and obeys their Laws; be an 
Euemy to his Country. Virtue is the Baſis, upon which publick 
Happineſs is founded; if that declines, the Fabrick totters, and will 
ſoon become a Ruin: But whilſt it nn no n on Earth N 


| nn. ſhake, and unſettle i IK. 292 1 35 Ws 7 1 9 5 Bas . at 
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13 peg our ir. Children f in theſe Scotiments recommend, and, 


have Power, ee en e e * 
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N us in [this all 4 mand, . we e may differ and 8 
about Things and Perſons, to promote the apparent Good of our Coun. 
try, and recover the Reſpect due to Religion; in every thing we do, or 
take in Hand, to be detached from, and deteſt private Intereſt and ſel- 
fiſh Views, when they manifeſtly tend to injure. private Property, or 
oppreſs the Publick; and, as far as our Knowledge extends, bring to 
Light thoſe unworthy Members of Society, who are concerned in ſuch 
baſe Practices z that if their Wealth and Power have rendered them at 
preſent ſuperior to the Laws of their Country, yet their Names and 
Perſons may be made odiaus and infamous to Poſterity. Let no un- 


manly Fear of receiving an Injury, no ſervile Compliance to procure 


Favour, prevent you from publickly expoſing, condemning and bring - 
ipg to Juſtice thoſe Characters and Perſons, who in any Way, Man- 


ner, or Degree ſhall be found, knowingly and wilfully, to have acted in- 


conſiſtent with, and in direct Oppoſition to the true . of their 
King, or the real Good of their Country. 
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We. hos 5 trifling long. enough : It is. Time to be, for the Mat- 
ter grows ſerious. If we have a Deſire to maintain our Freedom and 
Independency; to preſerve and ſecure our Liberty, Laws and Religion 
from open and Ae Violatöon, we muſt, and it is not doubted, if the 

0 > | Influence 
n - - 


| act upon :a different Plan; Aan: ett bees en 1 . 

purſued: Corruption and Abuſe, civil ,\military. and eoclefialtival,yenuſe! | 
Se fer e alviigaeTy : 
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be pm rs -ocherwiſe'the Nation will be deſtto) 


"Me are now . in a War with hey ow 
verſary z the firſt Events of it have proved very unſuccelatals Wust 
the Dane may be, we have not yet fully experienced! We hege, 
ve ough the Bleſſing of Providence upon our Council and 


Arms, that this Year may prove more fortunate and favourable {that 


what hath been loſt, may be retrieved; the e e e 3 
and * national re removed.” SE 73 is 22 38.4 
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000 55 to procure the Divine Bene nene to de- 
ſerve it. Let us begin this Lear with a Reformation of Manners, and 
then we may reaſonably hope to ſee it end proſperouſiy: But if, s 
before; we ate ſtill the Slaves of Vice and Wickedneſs, we ſhall in 


Time want Heads to contrive, Hands to execute, and Money to ſup⸗ 


ply the neceſſary Occaſions af War. - The fatal CRORE of which 
WE ck not Mane _ n we een e eee eee 
„ LT 

T1 * State cannot _ continue, hich bath baniſhed Virtue out 1050 it. 
Let Temperance, Honeſty, and Frugality therefore be more vifbie 


Intemperance, Fraud, and Diſhoneſty leſs frequent amongſt us; then we 
may expect to ſee Pebce and Plenty; no more to hear the Noiſe of 
War; no more to hear the ſad and piteous Complaints of Want within 
our Streets. The Calamities of War are great, but greater r thoſe which | 
the induſtrious Poor, the Nation's Strength and Support, by whom 
our Fleets and Armies are manned, our Manufactures carried on, 


| Huſbandry and Tillage performed; greater Calamities thoſe whic 


the Poor now feel and ſuffer from Cold and Hunger. From Hunger? 7 


Ms from * and that Bane of Trade, Ingenuity and Indus 
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